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AGRICULTURE  AiTD  I.ATIOlsAL  DEFENSE 

HE;v?::!5  HEZTIUS  SI^^DS  COITESRS^CZS.     southern  States  gathered  in  Ternessee  city 
iafrt  I'.or.day  ana.  Tuesday  —  in  t'*^e  last  of  the  four  regional  a;;rl cultural  defense 
.conference?  —  ^ere  optimistic  aljout  the  region  meeting  1942  food  goal?.  /Till 
increase  r> reduction,  chiefly  milk,  e^^is  and  ncanuts  for  oil.     Southern  peanuts 
to  nclr)  offset  drain  on  cil  re?-rv6',  nezt  yosr.    Prohlons  cLiscus?ed:  mar-rct 
outlets  for  milk  and  eggs  in  aress  whore  -reviou?tly  only  enough  produced  for 
local  needs;  possitle  shortage  crushing  equir.mont  for  oil  from  r)Canut<3.  Possihle 
shortage  of  fertilizer  and  some  shortage  of  lahor. 

DEFSl'^SE  BGAHJS  "ILL  SEEK  AITS^ERS  to  these  -oro'clems;  will  survey  m=5rket  outlets 
for  increased  oroduction  wiilo  contactir.-;  farmers  on  increases. 


SOUTH  BETTER  OFF  ZCR  LABOR  thsn  o^her  r'cti'ni 
develon  Ec:on. 


Unlikely  serious  short sge  will 


EOCj  FOR  jjExZI-SS  MEZTII'jS  HOW  HISTORY.    All  four  pronounced  successful  hy  Depart- 
ment chiefs.    Farmer?  in  genergl  res:"onaod  very  well;  "/iderT-nread  con''.''iction  that 
fooa  goals  I'-ill  he  fulfilled  Q.esr,itr-.  riro auction  difficulties,  and  in  some  cases 
oversuhscri oed.     Farmers  realizing  more  an.a  more  th-^-t  ^^or  has  hecome  our  most 
serious  hasinsss. 

KA^:SAS  CITY  :vESTII-:0  0CTG5ER  9  mil  hear  Under  Secretary  Paul  H.  Aor-lehy  and  AAA 
Ad::iinistr-.tor  toll  British  food  needs.     The  tvro  just  hack  from  England.  Ariolthy 
to  spesk  at  haD.quet  and  Evans  at  mass  mfctirig.     Def-nsc  coaras  and  others  in  lb 
States  exrjectcd  to  attend, 

DEFENSE  HEELS  FARIiSRS'   SCRAP  IRQ:!;   so  ca;r.Tiaign  to  get  farmers  to  sell  their 
scran  iron  oxr^octed  soon.     Defer^se  ci":iof"  say  there  is  large  reservoir  of  old 
metal  on  U.  S.  farms. 

STEEL  NEEDS  RISIHG  FASTER  THAIT  PRODUCTION;     Increasing  defense  T^roduction  (more 
hattleshi-Ds,  guns,  tanks,  nl^nes)   rar.ialy  chitting  in  on  s'anplies  earmarked  for 
production  of  non-defense  goods.     SPAB  strj-ggling  now  ^ith  amount  of  steel  that 
can  he  nade  availahle  for  m.anuf acturing  farn  equiom.ent,     Manufacturi'Ts  have 
suoTDlied  SPAB  vrith  estimate  of  ho'-'  much  they  think  they  can  sell.     Figures  from 
USDA  Defense  Bo^rd  surveys  on  farm  machinor:/  needs  also    h'j.ve  been  given  to 
SPAB,    At  present  they  are  trjdng  to  reconcile  th:-;se  t^^o  estimates  vifr.  su-orlies 
of  steel  availahle.     Indications  point  to  somcv;hat  smaller  sunnlies  than  either 
of  the  estimates. 


TO  SUPPLMENT  P5I0HITIES,  FAH'-i  MACKIFERY  manufacturers  will  receive  an  alloca 
ticn  of  steel.    This  is  more  direct  method  and  is  necessary  to  imnlement 
priorities  plan.     Cuts  aTray  more  red  tape  and  raper  ^ork.    Manufacturer  will 
know  how  much  steel  he  will  get  and  ?"here  he  will  get  it.     This  is  first  time 
that  SPAjB  is  making  an  allocation  to  an  industr:/.    Details  on  plan  are  due  to 
he  completed  next  week,  hut  maj''  he  a  few  days  longer, 

JEPARTIVISN'T  IS  WORKING  T0WA5I)  ONE  POINT  —  to  /;car  farm  machinery  program  to 
meet  needs  of  increased  food  production. 

UNDER  CON  SI  .DERATION  NOW  is  a  campaign  to  rc-oair  farm  machinery'-  and  equipment. 
There  is  unanimous  agreement  "between  the  Department  and  SFAB  that  adequate 
replacement  parts  MUST  &  WILL  he  made  avgilahle  to  keen  present  equipment  in 
working  condition.    Prograia  will  he  timed  to  tegin  after  nj.sh  of  fall  harvest 
is  over. 


